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At age 69, you’d

think Don Crane
would love to be
strolling across the
golf course. Actually,
he wants to spend
more time on his 1930
Rolls Royce, which he
vowed to finish when
he retired, or travel
with his wife, Shirley,
in their motor home. 

F e a t u r e
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Don Crane

By Jeremy McLaughlin



Florida Transportation Builder Winter 2003 11

F e a t u r e
Crane

SMITH, CURRIE & HANCOCK LLP
Established Tradition of Service

Tallahassee – Fort Lauderdale
Atlanta – Charlotte

Smith, Currie & Hancock LLP is dedicated to providing a preeminent construction law practice not only in the Southeast,
but the remainder of the United States, and in the Caribbean Basin.

We provide experienced legal counsel tailored to fit individual client’s needs.                      
Smith, Currie & Hancock LLP, is commitmented to serving the construction industry in Florida,

with the highest degree of excellence.

Practice Areas 

Construction Law, Labor and Employment Law,
Government Contract Law, Environmental Law and Surety Law

As a service to the industry, the Construction and Government Contract Law Department’s attorneys of Smith, Currie & Hancock LLP,
edit two newsletters, Common Sense Contracting, which provides a practical  perspective on construction legal issues and the

SCH Labor and Employment Newsletter.  If you wish to receive either of these newsletters, please contact Jamie Gossett at our Tallahassee office.
You can also visit us at: www.smithcurrie.com

Atlanta
Thomas J. Kelleher
2600 Harris Tower
233 Peachtree Street, NE
Atlanta, Georgia  30303
Telephone: (404) 521-3800

Facsimile: (404) 688-0671

Charlotte
Steele B.Windle
1023 West Morehead Street
Suite 301
Charlotte, North Carolina 28208
Telephone: (704) 334-3459

Facsimile: (704) 334-7850

Tallahassee
F. Alan Cummings
1004 DeSoto Park Drive
Post Office Box 589
Tallahassee, Florida  32302
Telephone: (850) 878-3700

Facsimile: (850) 656-0329

Ft. Lauderdale
F. Alan Cummings
1600 S.E. 17th Street Causeway
Post Office Box 460327
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida  33346
Telephone: (954) 761-8700

Facsimile: (954) 524-6927

But as president of Floridians for
Better Transportation (FBT), Crane
was more fascinated with talking about
roads, transportation funding and
growth management rather than tee
times. He enjoyed his work even
though it consumed him, sometimes
nearly 12 hours per day and too much
time on the weekends.  

However, after 14 years at the helm,
Crane is looking forward to mixing
personal interests with special projects,
as he has recently stepped down from
duties at FBT to become a consultant
for the organization. He has been the
leader of the agency since its inception
in 1988 and undoubtedly has been
one of the most influential people in
promoting Florida’s transportation
construction agenda in recent time.

“The greatest part of this job is
working with the people that have
helped me. When you get into the

middle of this political fray, you better
have a lot of allies,” Crane said. “The
other thing is the challenge and interest
of the job which probably wouldn’t be
apparent to most people.

“It is a fascinating job and if I’m
going to miss anything it’s going to be
that I’m not going to be in the middle
of all that. It’s just fascinating stuff and
beats playing golf everyday.”

From his start with FBT in 1988,
Crane has watched transportation
spending in Florida steadily rise from
$1.3 billion annually to $5 billion.
That increase started when FBT helped
organize Florida’s first transportation
coalition in 1989 that led to the eventu-
al passage of the state’s biggest funding
transportation package. 

“When we organized FBT in’88, (the
Florida Department of Transportation)
was in dire straits. The engineers were

getting about $40-million worth of
work and $500 million was going into
contracting,” Crane said. “And the
attitude was bad. The relations between
the Legislature and the DOT, and the
DOT and the transportation builders
were contentious. FDOT Secretary Ben
Watts and FTBA President Bob
Burleson were instrumental in forging
good working relationships with the
Legislature and transportation industry.
We came together in 1988 and have
had 14 years of very little negative
comment about the DOT. We’ve ridden
the high side.”

As a member of the 1992 Environ-
mental Land Management Study
Commission, Crane initiated the
recommendation that permitted county
governments to increase their local gas
tax by five-cents per gallon. FBT’s
involvement helped make transporta-
tion an economic issue in every growth
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management committee since 1992,
and its 1996 report on transportation
funding and Florida’s economy
helped to eventually spur the passage
of the Mobility 2000 highway funding
package. 

In addition to highway funding,
Crane and FBT have been steadfast in
growth-management issues because
transportation is “absolutely the
backbone of all land plans,” he said.
Crane has sat on about a dozen growth
management and land planning
committees since the late 1960s. That’s
vitally important in Florida, where
population has rapidly grown and will
continue to do so in the future, so state
and local officials must figure “how
you are planning your land and how
you are planning your transportation
system to meet future demands and
improve Florida’s economy.

“Florida’s government and legislature
must rewrite the state’s comprehensive
plan in such a way that it will have an
economic goal, a vision for the future
development of Florida, and a valid
plan for paying for growth. That
includes Florida’s transportation
system,” Crane said. “Florida has only
three sources of revenue to pay for
growth – property, sales and vehicles
taxes. Unless there is an increase in
earned income, Florida will never be
able to pay for growth.”

As Crane watches FBT’s new
president, Doug Callaway, handle
daily operations, he hopes the industry
will lend its support so FBT can
fully reach its potential. Right now,
about  20 percent of the transportation
construction industry provides
financial backing to FBT, which is an
independent, non-profit organization.

By lending support, Callaway can
work on important issues instead of
begging for funding, which Crane calls
unproductive time. “FBT is Florida’s
leading advocate for transportation
improvements,” he said.

“Some of the ’Better Roads’
organizations that do the same thing
we do have a budget of $250,000 to
$400,000. My greatest challenge has
been attracting enough new members
to get the money that is needed to get
the job done,” Crane said. “You’ve just
got too many things to do … the real
thing that has to be happening is the
members have got to help increase the
membership. While you are out raising
money, you aren’t taking care of the
grass-roots efforts necessary to
motivate elected officials and the
media.”

Crane sees the two main missions for
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FBT being: Increase funding for
transportation and protect current fund-
ing from raids for non-transportation
purposes in the face of the no new-tax
agenda; and   turning transportation
into an economic issue so everyone
understands why transportation needs
additional funding. 

Most of all, he wants to see the
entire business community, not just
transportation, come together to form a
united front that will convince the
Legislature and media how important
transportation funding is to Florida and
why it’s needed to ensure the state’s
economic vitality.

“There are far too many business
leaders who are more concerned about
their personal and business relationships
with elected officials, so they will not
speak up about tough issues that may
offend their elected officials.”

Crane will stay on as a consultant
for FBT and will be seen keeping his
contacts throughout the transportation
industry. It’s those contacts, both in
politics and in business, who have
allowed Crane to thoroughly enjoy his
job, including FTBA President Bob
Burleson, who Crane said has been
FBT’s most avid supporter. 

“It’s the people that have made this job
so much fun,” Crane said. “Everything I
have ever accomplished has come from
valued business and personal friendships
who have helped me get the job done.”

F e a t u r e
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